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Janet Littlehales has invented a keypad device to teach people to
touch-type. Picture: SIMON DEAN

Novel way to
keep in touch
KATRINA ADAMSKI

A NORTH Shore inventor has
come up with a novel way to teach
people to touch-type within weeks.

Janet Littlehales does not know
exactly what proportion of Aust-
ralian households now have com-
puters but she said it was not far
off saturation point – and she
suspected the majority could not
type properly.

Put together, these two esti-
mates add up to a very healthy
market for her new invention, the
Keyboard Genius, which she said
can quickly teach people to touch-
type.

After a frustratingly long push
to get it into retail outlets it is now
available throughout Australia in
Officeworks stores for $14.95.

A handful of North Shore
schools were also shown Keyboard
Genius and they will start using it
in classes this year.

Pymble Primary School,
Greenwich Primary School and
North Shore Demonstration
School at Waverton will use the
program to teach children typing
skills as they learn how to use a
computer.

Ms Littlehales, of Frenchs For-
est, said her system was simple
and easy to use, based on a system
of colour coding and numbering
each key to guide the fingers.

The mother-of-two came up with
the idea almost by accident after
her son asked her to teach him to
type.

‘‘He knew I was a very fast typist
and he was always asking me to
type up his school work, which I
wouldn’t do,’’ she said.

‘‘One day he asked me to show
him what I do, so I drew out a very
rough sketch of a keyboard and I
colour-coded and number-coded it.

‘‘To my amazement within a
week he was typing – not very
quickly but with his fingers in the
correct position.’’

Only weeks later he was an
efficient touch typist and she was
starting to see the commercial
potential of her simple system.

She said the Keyboard Genius
had since been trialled with a
range of non-typists of different
ages who were encouraged to prac-
tise using it for 15 minutes a day
for a month.

» Details, visit the website at
www.keyboardgenius.com.au

Brush on a
coat for a
good cause
KATRINA ADAMSKI

LOCAL firefighters are calling on
North Shore residents to help
raise funds for volunteer training.

Throughout January, Dulux and
Bunnings Warehouse at Artarmon
will donate $5 from every four litre
can of Wash and Wear 101 or
Weathershield paint purchased
from Bunnings to the training
scheme.

Bunnings manager Sharon
Green said the state was currently
facing one of the worst bushfire
seasons.

‘‘Our customers are well aware
of the extremely long hours and
hard work that volunteer
firefighters put in to protect local
communities,’’ she said.

T h e f u n d s r a i s e d a l l o w
firefighters and emergency ser-
vice volunteers from across Aust-
ralia to attend the Volunteer
Leaders Program, a five-day inten-
sive training course aimed to
develop leadership potential.

» Bunnings Warehouse is at 71
Reserve Rd, Artarmon.

END OF YEAR CLEARANCE

SALE NOW ON IN SHERIDAN AUSTRALIA STORES DOUBLE BAY
334-336 NEW SOUTH HEAD ROAD
PH 9327 8355

MOSMAN
623-625 MILITARY ROAD
PH 9960 8186

ST IVES
SHOP 28 ST IVES SHOPPING VILLAGE
166 MONA VALE ROAD
PH 9144 5316

50%
OFF

30% OFF
SHERIDAN ‘SANCTUARY’
EGYPTIAN COTTON AND
‘ULTRASOFT’ MICRO 
COTTON TOWELS

40% OFF
SHERIDAN EGYPTIAN
COTTON SATEEN AND
LUXURY TEXTURES SHEET SETS

40% OFF
SHERIDAN ‘MONARCH’
300 COUNT PURE
COTTON SATEEN
BED LINEN

SHERIDAN ‘COMO’
400 COUNT EGYPTIAN
COTTON SATEEN BED LINEN

Q/B Quilt Cover Set

 Was $449.95
 Now $224.95


